Hunting should trigger a more manageable deer herd

Buck fo dos ratio
shows imbalance

By DAKNT DUNH

Nutaral resosrces ohiley

The deer population and s manage-
ment are mpertant o many peaple within
the Redstone community. To hunters, the
deer herd provides opportunities o hum
throughout the hunting season, Te sthers,
the deer population provides an oppori-
nity 1o see and enjoy nature. S0 whether
v bt or mod, deer and therr g
el maEy be important o vo,

The nafural respurces division of the
Directorate of Environment and Safedy is
responsible for managing surveyvs and pro-
viding population data 1o determine doer
population managemen requirements, The

current estimate for the total population of

deer on Redstone Arsenal is approximately
30 andmeals, This estimate s hased on
spod light surveys comducted from 1995 1o
2000 wnth. fodloowrop 2pob surveys m 200 -
02, with the pepulation remaining Fairly
constant oeer this time. The habitat af Red-
stone 15 very good with sufficient browse
and mast producing trees 0 support ihe
existing or an even larger population
However, Redsione does not iry 10 increase
the population abave this point because the
poterial for deer simkes by vehicles would
be increased,

Cournesy phota
WILDLIFE— Though there are plenty of
deer arcund, the population on post s
imbalanced with many more does than
bucks, according to the rescurce man-
agemeant diviskon.

The initial surveys conducted in 1998
indicatad a buck o doe ratio of 1:13. The

last survey indicated a ek to doe ratio of

1:15. Thiz shows that the sex mio of the
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ance in favor of does. The Alabama Divi-
s1on of Wildlile and Freshwater Fisheries
recomiiends a population sex rato goal
of 1 buck to | doe. Because survey resulis
show Redstome's deer population is so far
ot of balance, the Arsenal has 2t a man-
agement sex ratio goal of 1 bk o 3
does,

The nstallation Biclogist uses the
hunting season as o management ool for
managing the deer population, For the las
five years, the natural resources division
has been trying 1o mcrease the ratio of
bucks to does by setting hunting season
guotas of only 50 bucks and up o 4060
does.

The hunting scason is open and will
close on Jan. 31, During the 200203 sea-
som, to date, 55 bucks and 157 does were
harvested. These numbers are similar 1o
the mumber of bucks and does that have
been killed i the preceding several sea-
gong, While mose doos than bucks are
being harvested on Redstone, the current
sex rabio estmate demonstades that not
enough are being harvested 1o significant-
ly affect the population sex ratia

Under oaptimum conditions, the
resource managenint division expects
o see B0 percent of all does 2.5 wears
old and older laciating. However, daia
from this sepson shows only 49 percent
of the does 2.5 and older produced
fawns this year, rather than &80 percent
expacted., Funher, it was expectad tha
at least 25 percent of the 1.5 wear old
doez would produce fawns, Data from
thiz saason shows only about 1 percent
of does 15 produced a fawn, Data alsao

mndicates a seven-year decline in the per-
cent of 1.5 does prisducing fawns, This

reduction in reproduction i3 the result of

the population sex ratie being drastical-
Iy out aof halanee.

Unfortunately, a disproportionately
large percentage of the voung bucks
arg being harvested, resuliing in lewer
alder and potentially trophy class
bucks overall. Typically, dees and
immature bucks alwavs dominate a
population with this type of harvest on

the buck population. This type of

imbalance results in very few older
deer being taken

Though there are plenty of deer
around, the population 15 ot i balanes,
The resource management divizion is
committed 10 managing the herd 1o
restore an acceptable sex ratio and ne-
eztablishing a balnced deer population.
The resource management divizion is
working through the new Redstone Arse-
il Humting and Fishing Board to make
bt @ better tool 0 belp manage the
deer Terd on the installation. The Benefi
of a managed herd will be a moere hal-
anced ecosystem; and onee the sex ratio is
balanced, hunters may also have the
opportunily o hareest more and larger
hucks,
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